Antibodies to Epstein-Barr virus in nasopharyngeal carcinoma, tonsillar carcinoma and control groups.
In the sera of 17 patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) and of 19 patients with tonsillar carcinoma (TC) the titres of IgA, IgG and IgM antibodies to EBV VCA (viral capsid antigen) and of IgG antibodies to EBV EA (early antigen) were determined by the indirect immunofluorescence (IF) method. Significant difference was observed in the frequency of IgA antibodies to EBV VCA and IgG antibodies to EBV EA between NPC patients and controls. There was also a significant difference between the frequency of IgM antibody to EBV VCA and EBV EA antibody titres in TC patients and controls. The geometric mean titre (GMT) of IgG antibodies to EBV VCA was significantly higher in the NPC and TC patients as compared to controls.